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English Club members will decorate and set 
up a part of Coleman to celebrate Halloween
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HAUNTED HALL ART ACTION
Students who created art over the summer 
or previous years will display their work at a 
show Wednesday
PAGE  5
BRACELET BUILDING
A new location for the Center for Gender 
and Sexual Diversity gives them the 
chance to host more activities, such as a 
bracelet-making session 
PAGE  3
By Jada Huddlestun
Contributing Writer | @jada_huddlestun
Many people say they would do anything for their friend, but 
how far would they really go to help them?  Eastern alumnus Doug 
Overmyer decided that he was willing to give anything to help save 
his friend’s life. 
Wednesday 
m a r k s  t h e 
six-month 
anniversary of 
when Overmyer 
d o n a t e d  h i s 
k idney  to  h i s 
childhood friend 
Malia Smith.
Smith 
was diagnosed 
with lupus her 
freshman year of 
high school and 
was suffering from 
kidney failure, 
with an outcome 
that did not look 
good. 
She was on the transplant list, but knew she would not be able to 
wait the three to five years it typically takes to receive a kidney. 
Overmyer said his friend posted on Facebook in September 2015 
asking anyone who would consider being a living donor for Smith 
to go get tested.
After reading her request for life, where Smith reached out to 
others and asked if anyone was interested in donating, Overmyer 
said he knew immediately that he was going to be a match, and no 
matter what people had to say, he was going to get tested and donate 
his kidney.
After years of waiting, hours spent at the hospital for tests and 
preparation, surgery delays and rescheduling, the surgery was finally 
set for April 2017.
“I’d do it in a heartbeat. It’s what love does,” Overmyer said.
Though he remembers the pain and complications post-operation, 
Overmyer said it was all worth it. 
“There is no greater honor or blessing than giving the gift of life to 
a friend you love,” Overmyer said.
He said his  l i fe  has 
changed forever  s ince 
donating his kidney.
 “I was moved by the 
compassion so many in the 
community showed to my 
family and my recipient’s 
family,” Overmyer said. “Today, people in the community still ask 
how I’m doing.”
Exactly six months after surgery, Overmyer is still adjusting to his 
new body. He said since losing one kidney, his eating and drinking 
habits have changed and he has even lost 20 pounds. 
When it comes to working out or other physical activity, he said 
his incision still gets sore, but expects complete recovery in the next 
few months. 
Overmyer said this experience helped the already strong bond 
between his and Smith’s family. 
His best friend since high school is Smith’s older brother, Brad. 
The two played tennis together in high school and their friendship 
began shortly after joining the team.
Overmyer said he has been connected to Smith and her family 
forever now, and since the operation, he and his wife feel as if they 
have gained new family members. 
Before his donation, Overmyer said he had not thought much 
about organ and tissue donation, but now he knows how important 
it can be to help save lives. 
For more information on becoming an organ donor, the need for 
organs and to hear more about Overmyer’s story, the Academy of 
LifeLong Learning will be hosting a talk at 5 p.m. Wednesday at the 
Carle Clinic in Mattoon.
Liz Hager, the regional coordinator for the Organ and Tissue 
Donor Program, said there 
are currently 5,000 people in 
Illinois on the waiting list to 
receive organs. 
Currently, there are over 
six million people registered 
to donate in Illinois, which 
became the first state nationwide to start a computerized donor 
registry in 1992.
Hager said community events can help with the donation process. 
Many people are open to donating, but may need more 
information to join the registry, she said.
Hager said by spreading the word of the benefits of donating and 
transplantation, more people will become aware of how crucial organ 
donation is.
Jada Huddlestun can be reached at 581-2812
or at jrhuddlestun@eiu.edu.
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Eastern alumnus Doug Overmyer and his 
wife Amy pose for a portrait before his sur-
gery on April 18, 2017. Doug donated his 
kidney to his childhood friend Malia Smith.
"I’d do it in a heartbeat. It’s what love does."
Eastern alumnus Doug Overmyer on donating his kidney
Eastern alumnus talks organ donation experience
Faculty Senate staffs review committee
BROOKE SCHWARTZ | DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Senate chair Jemmie Robertson, vice-chair Jeff Stowell, and philosophy professer Grant Sterling vote on the candidates for the committee to 
look at the recommendations made by last year’s vitalization project Workgroups no. 8 and 9. 
By Brooke Schwartz
Administration Reporter | @brookesch_wartz
The Faculty Senate met Tuesday to staff a 
committee that will review recommendations 
from vitalization project Workgroups no. 8 
and 9.
 The committee was officially staffed by 
members of the senate who voted with a ballot 
during the meeting.
Workgroup no. 8 looked at developing pro-
grams that could increase Eastern’s enroll-
ment and Workgroup no. 9 analyzed the or-
ganization of the university’s academic colleg-
es, schools and departments. It also looked at 
different learning platforms and tuition mod-
els that could be used,
The senate voted on the following facul-
ty members to be on the committee: Manage-
ment professor Michael Dobbs, English pro-
fessor and women’s studies coordinator Jean-
nie Ludlow, biological sciences professor Billy 
Hung and communication disorders and sci-
ences professor Rebecca Throneburg.
Economics professor Teshome Abebe said 
those who serve on the committee need to be 
prepared to think about the future of Eastern, 
and not just the present needs of the univer-
sity.
“This requires individuals that serve on a 
committee like this to have some form of stra-
tegic vision, not just people who are going to 
serve on a committee,” Abebe said.
The administration members who will serve 
on the committee are still being decided on by 
Provost Jay Gatrell.
The committee’s first meeting will be at 3 
p.m. on Friday in the Paris room of the Martin 
Luther King Jr. University Union. 
The senate also discussed the return of funds 
to the university after the recent end of the 
budget impasse.
Many in the senate said consequences from 
this impasse are still being felt.. 
Faculty Senate chair Jemmie Robertson dis-
cussed his meeting with the Illinois Board of 
Higher Education where the future of Eastern, 
especially where the budget is concerned, was 
discussed.
The future of tenure professors was men-
tioned, with Robertson saying it had been de-
cided that tenure spots that were lost when 
people left during the impasse will not neces-
sarily be filled, unless urgent need for them is 
shown.
Although the budget for this year has in-
creased, cautionary measures are still necessary 
since the budget is still lower than it has been 
in past years, Hung said.
“When (the public) hears, oh, EIU is get-
ting money, it’s important for us to say, it is a 
10 percent cut compared to the last time we 
had a full budget, and that is the continua-
tion of a downward trend of funding that cut 
our funding from the ‘70s to currently by over 
close to 50 percent,” Hung said. “I think that’s 
the story that we, as advocates, have to tell.”
The senate also discussed how Eastern suf-
fered more than surrounding universities be-
cause it has a smaller amount of reserves.
Hung said Eastern’s previous administration 
also had something to do with the downward 
trend after the budget impasse. 
 “Yes, our reserves are not as substantial as 
some of the surrounding schools, but we also 
have to accept that the previous leadership 
team did not manage our resources wisely or 
proactively to anticipate these things, so we 
were caught flat-footed when the storm came,” 
Hung said.
Brooke Schwartz can be reached at 581-2812 or 
at bsschwartz@eiu.edu.
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US still faces threats from ISIS
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
imminent fall of the Islamic State's de 
facto capital leaves America a multitude 
of tasks to restore stability in the Middle 
East, starting with pockets of remaining 
IS resistance in Syria and Iraq.
Then there are the more deeply 
rooted problems, not fixable by guns or 
bombs, that allowed extremism to rise 
and flourish: Syria's civil war and Iraq's 
intractable political, religious and ethnic 
disputes, which turned violent again 
this week.
The challenge is more than the U.S. 
can handle alone. It likely will keep 
some troops in Iraq for years to come 
to train and advise the army, police and 
other members of security forces that 
imploded when IS fighters swept across 
the Syrian border and captured Mosul 
in June 2014.
The militants also have footholds in 
Afghanistan and beyond. On Monday, 
the Pentagon said it used drone aircraft 
to strike two ISIS training camps in Ye-
men, killing dozens.
Syria has been fertile ground for 
IS, which capitalized on the civil war 
to expel al-Qaida and more moderate 
opposition fighters from Raqqa almost 
four years ago, making the city the 
capital of its self-declared "caliphate." 
The Obama administration sought 
to stay out of the civil war even as it 
claimed hundreds of thousands of lives.
The Trump administration has 
largely stayed on the sidelines of 
attempts, now led by Russia and Iran, 
to organize local cease-fires and create 
so-called "de-escalation zones," with 
the exception of one such area near the 
Israeli and Jordanian borders. But it 
has been generally supportive of U.N.-
led efforts to resurrect stalled political 
talks aimed at forging a transitional 
administration.
On the ground in Syria, the 
administration has redefined America's 
priorities to focus primarily on securing 
military gains and providing immediate 
reconstruction assistance to restore 
critical infrastructure and temporary 
governance.
The collapse of ISIS defenses in 
Raqqa, after four months of fighting, 
does not necessarily equate to the col-
lapse of the militant group. The U.S. 
military on Tuesday estimated 6,500 
IS fighters remain in eastern Syria and 
western Iraq, many concentrated along 
the Euphrates River valley straddling the 
border. Even if they no longer control 
significant territory, they pose an insur-
gent threat in both countries and an ide-
ological threat globally.
Col. Ryan S. Dillon, a spokesman 
for the U.S.-led coalition fighting IS 
in Syria and Iraq, told reporters at 
the Pentagon that Raqqa is about 90 
percent freed, but more fighting will 
be required to fully liberate the city. As 
evidence of remaining risks, he said the 
Syrian commander of a so-called Raqqa 
Internal Security Force, whose task will 
be to keep order in the city once the last 
IS fighters have been ousted, was killed 
Monday by an improvised bomb.
Defense Secretary Jim Mattis said last 
week that IS is "close to being crushed." 
He also cautioned against assuming an 
easy end game, likening the problem to 
squeezing a tightly packed snowball.
"You can compact them and 
compact them, and eventually it 
shatters," meaning IS remnants "can 
show up in other places." He was 
speaking about four soldiers killed this 
month in the African nation of Niger, 
possibly by an IS affiliate.
Planning for some of the major 
attacks in Europe in recent years was 
traced back to Raqqa. These include 
the 2015 Paris attacks, which killed 130 
people, and the 2016 suicide attacks on 
the Brussels airport and subway, which 
killed 32.
Hawaii judge blocks Trump ban 
HONOLULU (AP) — A federal 
judge in Hawaii blocked most of 
President Donald Trump's latest travel 
ban Tuesday, just hours before it was 
set to take effect, saying the revised 
order "suffers from precisely the same 
maladies as its predecessor."
It was the third set of travel 
restrictions issued by the president to 
be thwarted, in whole or in part, by the 
courts.
U.S. District Judge Derrick Watson 
issued the ruling after the ban on a 
set of mostly Muslim countries was 
challenged by the state of Hawaii, 
which warned that the restrictions 
would separate families and undermine 
the recruiting of diverse college 
students.
White House spokeswoman Sarah 
Huckabee Sanders called the ruling 
"dangerously flawed" and said it 
"undercuts the president's efforts to 
keep the American people safe." The 
Justice Department said it will quickly 
appeal.
At issue was a ban, announced in 
September and set to go into effect early 
Wednesday, on travelers from Chad, 
Iran, Libya, North Korea, Somalia, 
Syria and Yemen, along with some 
Venezuelan government officials and 
their families.
The Trump administration said the 
ban was based on an assessment of 
each country's security situation and 
willingness to share information with 
the U.S.
Watson, appointed to the bench by 
President Barack Obama, said the new 
restrictions ignore a federal appeals 
court ruling against Trump's previous 
ban.
The  l a t e s t  ve r s ion  "p l a in ly 
discriminates based on nationality in 
the manner that the 9th Circuit has 
found antithetical to ... the founding 
principles of this nation," Watson 
wrote.
The judge's ruling applies only to the 
six Muslim-majority countries on the 
list. It does not affect the restrictions 
against North Korea or Venezuela, 
because the state of Hawaii did not ask 
for that.
"This is the third time Hawaii 
has gone to court to stop President 
Trump from issuing a travel ban that 
discriminates against people based 
on their nation of origin or religion," 
Hawaii Attorney General Doug Chin 
said in a statement. "Today is another 
victory for the rule of law."
Hawaii argued the updated ban was 
a continuation of Trump's campaign 
call for a ban on Muslims, despite the 
addition to the list of two countries 
without a Muslim majority.
In his ruling, the judge said the new 
ban, like its predecessor, fails to show 
that nationality alone makes a person a 
greater security risk to the U.S.
Bergdahl makes 
last minute 
argument in trial
RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Army 
Sgt. Bowe Bergdahl made a last-min-
ute argument Tuesday that President 
Donald Trump has reaffirmed his crit-
icism of the soldier — preventing 
him from receiving a fair sentence on 
charges he endangered comrades in 
Afghanistan.
Lawyers for Bergdahl, who pleaded 
guilty this week to charges that could 
send him to prison for life, cited a 
news conference this week in which 
Trump indicated he stands by his 
campaign-trail criticism of Bergdahl. 
They asked to have the case dismissed.
While running for president, 
Trump repeatedly called Bergdahl a 
"traitor" and suggested harsh punish-
ments.
Asked about the Bergdahl case on 
Monday, Trump first said he wouldn't 
comment. Then he added: "But I 
think people have heard my com-
ments in the past."
Bergdahl's lawyers say the remark 
is especially problematic now that 
Trump is commander in chief.
"President Trump stands at the pin-
nacle of an unbroken chain of com-
mand that includes key participants 
in the remaining critical steps of the 
case," the defense wrote.
The judge overseeing the case, 
Army Col. Jeffery R. Nance, previ-
ously called Trump's campaign state-
ments about Bergdahl "disturbing 
and disappointing," but ruled they 
didn't amount to unlawful command 
influence. The judge's February ruling 
noted that Trump's disparaging com-
ments were made before he was presi-
dent. The judge told the defense then 
that they could renew their motion 
if there were new developments sur-
rounding Trump.
Bergdahl, who's from Hailey, Ida-
ho, pleaded guilty Monday to deser-
tion and misbehavior before the en-
emy for walking off his remote post 
in Afghanistan in 2009. He was cap-
tured and held by the Taliban and its 
allies for five years.
Bergdahl admitted guilt with-
out striking a deal with prosecutors 
to limit his sentence, meaning that 
his punishment has been left up to 
Nance. He faces up to life in prison at 
sentencing starting next week.
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By: Travis Moody
Contributing Writer | @DEN_News
English Club aims to scare Eastern students, let 
them participate in various activities and get them in 
the Halloween spirit.
“Haunted Coleman Hall” will be hosted for its sec-
ond year from 7 to 8 p.m. on Wednesday on the third 
floor of Coleman Hall.
English Club adviser Angela Vietto will be reading 
tarot cards during the haunted house.
“A line always forms when I pull my tarot cards 
out,” she said.
Other events include Halloween/literary themed 
bingo, movies, face painting, a haunted classroom 
and free candy. Caramel apples will also be sold for 
$1.
“The caramel apples are the only cost,” Vietto said. 
“So, if you don’t buy any of those, the entire event is 
completely free.”
All the money earned from the apples will be used 
to fund English Club’s other activities throughout the 
school year.
“We’re going to have a scary movie playing in one 
room, but we will also have a more family-friendly 
movie going on in another room for those who aren’t 
horror fans,” Jagoda Szostakiewicz, a sophomore 
mathematics education major and president of Eng-
lish Club, said.
“Halloween” will be the scary selection, while 
“Halloweentown” will be the family-friendly movie.
The face painting will feature scary special effect 
makeup applied by Miranda Gomez, a junior Eng-
lish secondary education major. She will be cosmet-
ically applying cuts and bruises to participants’ faces. 
Vietto and Szostakiewicz said they were both look-
ing forward to the haunted classroom section of the 
haunted house. 
“I think that the haunted classroom will be the 
most exciting part of the night,” Vietto said. “There’s 
something in there they’re not even telling me about.”
Szostakiewicz said she agreed and was excited be-
cause the haunted classroom is a new addition this 
year.
“Since the haunted classroom may be kind of scary, 
it’s totally optional and in its own separate room,” 
Szostakiewicz said. “People won’t have to deal with it 
if they don’t want to.
Vietto said the members of English Club started 
“Haunted Coleman Hall” last year to attract students 
from all majors to English Club.
 English Club members plan to host a poetry slam 
in the spring and a Valentine’s Day event similar to 
“Haunted Coleman Hall.”
Additionally, they will be putting on a series of 
seminars about A Handmaid’s Tale, at which Vietto is 
giving a presentation.
“The most popular event last year was probably 
the bingo,” Vietto said. “I didn’t know there were so 
many bingo players on campus, but I guess there are.”
Szostakiewicz said one of the grand prizes for bin-
go is a new, decorative book of scary stories by fa-
mous authors.
Anyone is welcome to attend English Club, and it 
is a great time to socialize with other people who have 
the same interests, she said.
“We would love to have anyone who enjoys litera-
ture, writing or anything else English-related to come 
join us,” Vietto said. 
 Travis Moody can be reached at 581-2812 
or at tlmoody@eiu.edu.
English Club will hold 
‘Haunted Coleman Hall’
  
  
  
  
  
  
Paint a pet 
MARY ELLEN GREENBURG | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Ava Reinhart decorates a pet rock at the “Welcome to the Jungle” Family Fun Night 
event in the Grand Ballroom of the Martin Luther King Jr. University Union Tuesday 
night. “We try to get involved in as many events as we can,” said Josh Reinhart, Ava’s 
father. Reinhart is Eastern’s public information coordinator.
By Kennedy Nolen
Muticultural Reporter | @KennedyNolenEIU
A new, larger space for the Center for 
Gender and Sexual Diversity is now avail-
able, giving the Center a chance to host 
more activities including a bracelet-mak-
ing session as part of LGBTGA+ Histo-
ry Month.
Students can make these pride flag 
bracelets at 7 p.m. Wednesday in the 
basement of Stevenson Hall, where the 
Center is now located.
LGBTQA+ History Month is a time 
to celebrate the progress the country and 
the world has made, but also to refocus 
and see what still needs to be done for the 
community, said Mallorie Fonseca, an in-
tern in the Center for Gender and Sexu-
al Diversity.
Fonseca said the bracelet-making ses-
sion will be a laid-back meeting available 
to all students, not just EIU Pride mem-
bers.
This gives students the chance to hang 
out and relax after taking midterm exams 
over the last couple of weeks, she said.
“It will be something crafty,” Fonse-
ca said.
Jessica Ward, the coordinator of the 
Center for Gender and Sexual Diver-
sity, said an intern in the office, Aman-
da Mead, came up with the idea to make 
pride flag bracelets.
Ward said when Mead was an under-
graduate student, she was on the execu-
tive board for EIU Pride, and the group 
made bracelets back then as well.
This will be a way for students to learn 
more about the resources the Center pro-
vides, as well as a chance to get to know 
one another, Fonseca said.
Fonseca said interns and staff will not 
be “flinging info” at students, but the 
staff will be available to answer questions 
and give information. 
There are books, DVDs and games 
available for students who are searching 
for resources.
“(Students) can ask questions so they 
know we are here and so they know the 
resources we have available for them too,” 
Ward said.
This is also an opportunity for stu-
dents to come see the new Center for 
Gender and Sexual Diversity, since its 
previous location was in the Cultural 
Center at the east end of campus.
The Center outgrew the space in the 
Cultural Center, so staff members want-
ed a larger area, Fonseca said.
The walls at the new center have been 
painted, and new furniture was moved 
down there.
This will be a permanent move for the 
Center for Gender and Sexual Diversity.
Ward said since the Center has a big-
ger location, the staff is able to host meet-
ings and events like the bracelet-making 
session, 
“We want to provide different things 
that get people in the Center (and) pro-
vides them with some type of support,” 
Ward said.
She said the bracelet-making session 
will “be kind of a chill thing where peo-
ple come in and make their bracelets, in-
teract and hang out in the Center for a 
little bit.”
Staff members will provide a lot of 
beads for students who attend, Ward 
said.
Kennedy Nolen can be reached at
581-2812 or kdnolen@eiu.edu.
Center to host bracelet-making session at new location
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Editorial Board
Please inquire at opinions.DEN@gmail.
com for all opinion questions, submis-
sions and letters to the editor.
The editor reserves the right to pub-
lish, or not publish, letters. The News 
staff also reserves the right to edit let-
ters for AP and Daily Eastern News style.
The opinions editor position for The 
Daily Eastern News is also open as well. 
If interested, please send an email to 
deneic@gmail.com.
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The daily editorial is the majority opinion of 
the editorial board of The Daily Eastern News.
Analicia Haynes
Cassie Buchman
Staff Editorial
Want to write a letter 
to the editor? 
Like seeing an old friend after a long while, 
Homecoming is welcomed on campus with 
open arms. 
Every time I think of the fun that comes 
with the incredible weekend, I cannot help but 
take a deep breath, close my eyes then smile 
when I let it out. 
It is an exciting time on campus because ev-
erything is buzzing and everyone is so full of 
pure and invigorating energy. 
It seems like everyone on campus is so itch-
ing with anticipation that they cannot hold in 
all their excitement, plus everyone is just a lit-
tle happier.
There is this pep in everyone’s step and a 
lasting, genuine smile on their faces. 
I just know it has to do with Homecoming 
because it is the one thing that everyone can 
celebrate and participate in.
There is no need to be in a fraternity or so-
rority or even a Registered Student Organiza-
tion to embrace the full energy that is part-
nered with Homecoming weekend. 
I suppose that is why I enjoy it so much. It 
gives my friends and myself a reason to go out 
or throw a small party (partially because I can
not legally fit more than 6 people in my 
humble abode.)
However, though Homecoming brings a 
promising weekend filled with excitement and 
wonder, many of my peers share stories about 
not being able to remember it. 
If there is this much excitement building up 
before the acwtual weekend, then why would 
we want to drink so much that we forget the 
weekend we waited so long to experience?
Of course, I am not saying we should not 
drink,but what I am asking is why is there a 
need to chug beer after beer until we forget 
how to stand or use the bathroom properly. 
There is no point. 
Homecoming should be fun and should be 
celebrated the best way college kids know how, 
but it is also worth remembering. 
This weekend holds the opportunity to cre-
ate memories that we will tell our children only 
when they turn 18, and it is those memories 
that will continue to make life worth living. 
What good will it be for us if we deprive 
ourselves of this opportunity because we want 
to see how much we can drink before the 
world starts to spin?
Enjoy time with friends this Homecoming 
and enjoy your youth and college, especially 
this weekend.
Before we know it will be gone and we will 
be in the “real world” wishing to be back on 
campus.
Drink responsibly this weekend, and re-
member to be safe and look out for those 
around you. Savor these times and please, do 
remember them. 
Analicia Haynes is a junior journalism major. 
She can be reached at 581-2812 or
achaynes@eiu.edu.
Recently, The Daily Eastern News pub-
lished an article called “What it is like hav-
ing an emotional support cat” in the Oct. 
1, 2017 edition.
  Many questions have been raised re-
garding this article, and the following in-
formation is in response to help clarify any 
confusion that it may have caused.
On campuses across the United States 
there has been a rise in Emotional Support 
Animals (ESA.)  
These animals should not be confused 
with service animals.
  Service animals, which may only be a 
dog or mini horse, are specifically trained 
to perform a task that supports an individu-
al with a disability. 
  Service animals are protected by the 
Americans with Disabilities Act and may 
go anywhere on campus, with exceptions 
to where there is a risk of contamination in 
places such as science labs or kitchens.
An ESA is less specific regarding the type 
of animal and does not require training.  
The sole purpose of an ESA is to decrease 
symptoms of a documented mental health 
condition diagnosed by a licensed mental 
health professional.
 An ESA is only allowed within an in-
dividual’s residence and is protected by the 
fair Housing Act and NOT the Americans 
with Disabilities Act.   
In order to qualify for an ESA to reside 
in a campus residence, the handler must 
meet specific criteria that qualifies them 
to be registered with the Office of Student 
Disability Services.  
A psychological need through a docu-
mented diagnosis with a licensed mental 
health professional such as a therapist, psy-
chologist or psychiatrist is required.  
Additionally, there must be proof provid-
ed from the professional that this accom-
modation is truly warranted and that other 
accommodations would not suffice. 
 Since this is an absolute necessity for 
those utilizing this accommodation, it is 
taken very seriously to protect those need-
ing it.  
Most pet owners would agree that it is 
easy to say that they feel better when their 
pet is around, but in this situation many are 
failing to recognize that an ESA is NOT a 
pet.  
The ESA allows the individual to func-
tion in day-to-day activities that they other-
wise would not be able to do, which allows 
them to equally access learning in the aca-
demic milieu.  
If you witness someone with an ESA in 
one of the residence halls on campus, please 
take a moment to realize that these individ-
uals generally do not go out and just choose 
any random animal and claim it as an ESA.  
These individuals have an established re-
lationship with not only the animal, but 
also are under the care of a licensed profes-
sional helping to treat their mental health 
condition.     
-Abbey Lesko-Youngberg M.S., M.A.Ed., 
Assistant Director-Office of Student 
Disability Services
Have fun, remember this weekend
When hard times come upon us, people 
are often asked to step up and do more than 
they usually do to continue to make sure ev-
erything functions smoothly. 
It can be easy to ignore things that are not 
as they should be during Homecoming week. 
After all, it is a time for celebrating school 
pride and relieving the stress that sometimes 
builds up around midterms.  
However, it does not give us a valid excuse 
to brush under the rug Eastern’s real state 
of affairs and how these affairs affect every-
one in the campus community. 
There are still many interim positions 
which have not been fil led with perma-
nent replacements as well as other positions 
left completely empty. 
While faculty and staff are taking on more 
staggering workloads to compensate, there is 
only so much each person can do with the 
resources at hand. 
Yet, we continue to expect more and more 
from the dedicated few who are already over-
loaded, as we expect professors to continu-
ously teach more classes and pick up more 
positions, both inside their departments and 
on committees throughout the university. 
What is worse is that when these impor-
tant positions are given to them, we do not 
give them the time or resources to complete 
whatever goals are outlined in a thorough 
manner. 
This leads to more frustration than good, 
and can even lead people to make errors that 
could easily be avoided. 
With the amount of stress placed on the 
faculty, it is not surprising students might 
fear what might be going on, especially since 
many students on this campus are taking on 
quite the workloads themselves. 
The people who are usually happy to help 
out in leadership positions are so overbooked 
there might not be enough time in the day 
to complete all their tasks.  
It is exhausting. 
Honestly, it is impressive to see how far 
some of these people are able to push them-
selves, but the fact is, they should not have 
to.  
Pushing people to the breaking point 
should not be something Eastern has to do 
just to keep the school from crumbling to 
the ground.
Putting on a show for students who may 
be considering to come here will not help in 
the long run. 
Our new marketing firm, The Thorburn 
Group, can only be as good as what they are 
marketing. 
We may have a close-knit community 
vibe, but with various departments on cam-
pus in desperate need of resources when they 
are so limited it almost begins to feel like we 
are fighting against ourselves. 
Instead of working together with every-
one pitching in a little more and helping out 
when needed, it increasingly seems to be the 
trend that a few people are running around 
desperately trying to hold everything togeth-
er while others watch apathetically or leave 
the university altogether for more stable po-
sitions in other colleges.  
For newer students, the atmosphere cre-
ated by half-empty departments and a fairly 
empty campus can vary from uncomfortably 
quiet to depressing. 
Trying to use Homecoming as band-aid 
over a bullet hole is not effective. Next Mon-
day, we will get up with Eastern just the 
same as it was before Homecoming week be-
gan, albeit a little messier because of all the 
trash left over from the festivities.  
The announcement of 14 new professors 
will be hired is a start, but even that does 
not solve he underlying problem. 
The problems here are complex and it will 
probably take a long time for Eastern to re-
cover. 
For those of us who are a part of this 
campus in the aftermath of the budget cri-
sis and amidst current political turmoil, we 
must remember to be particularly aware of 
the things going on around us in the campus 
community and perhaps do things to help 
support that community. 
Past issues are still relevant, even now
Letter to the Editor Too tired to move
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ATTENTION FRESHMAN, SOPHOMORES, 
JUNIORS, AND GRADUATING SENIORS: 
IT'S WARBLER TIME! 
A LIMITED NUMBER OF YEARBOOKS ARE AVAILABLE FOR FREE TO GRADUATES IN 
UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAMS, SO MAKE SURE YOU RESERVE YOUR COPY OF EIU'S 
AWARD-WINNING YEARBOOK TODAY! 
IF YOU ARE GRADUATING, AND WANT TO BE GUARANTEED A YEARBOOK, YOU MUST ORDER ONE! 
YEARBOOKS ARE $20. TO ORDER, VISIT:
https://commerce.cashnet.com/eiuspub
By AJ Fournier
Campus Reporter | @DEN_News
The work of students who creat-
ed art over the summer or previous 
years will be on display Wednesday 
at the Doudna Fine Arts Center.
Abby Perkins, a sophomore art 
education major and art show coor-
dinator, said it is a welcome-back-
to-school show meant for students 
to display their work.
“It gets everyone back in the 
swing of things,” Perkins said.
Perkins said the event is not just 
for art students.
“Most of the submissions we get 
are art students, but it is open to 
anyone who wants to submit some-
thing,” Perkins said.
The show is being hosted by the 
Illinois Art Education Association’s 
Student Chapter.
Perkins said the event benefits 
art students and is a good way for 
them to promote their art, and it 
can help boost their resumes.
The show will feature a variety 
of different types of art from draw-
ing and painting,  to 3D sculptures, 
photography and printmaking.
Students can submit a variety of 
their work to show. 
“As long as the students created 
the work themselves, they can sub-
mit it,” Perkins said. 
Perkins said the event began as a 
fundraiser for the IAEA, but it has 
turned into something bigger that 
gets the students involved.
“It brings together all the differ-
ent art departments, it brings to-
gether the graphic design, sculp-
ture and painting and drawing stu-
dents,” Perkins said. 
Perkins said the show is a year-
ly event, and turnout has always 
been strong from both participants 
and viewers. Along with this event, 
there will also be an art show in the 
spring. 
Perkins said graduate students 
from each different category will 
judge the art for first and second 
place, with the winners getting $20 
and runners up getting an IAEA T-
shirt. 
“The jurors are all graduate stu-
dents, and one of them specializes 
in different types of art. They are 
all judging them together but in 
separate categories,” Perkins said.
The show is set from 5 to 7 p.m 
Wednesday in the gallery room 
1910 of the Doudna Fine Arts Cen-
ter.
AJ Fournier can be reached at
581-2812 or ajfournier@eiu.edu.
Staff Report | @DEN_News
A Harry Potter Trivia Contest, 
planned as a part of the Harry Potter 
Night on Oct. 26, will benefit Hous-
ing, Outreach, Prevention, Education 
of East Central Illinois.
The trivia contest is set for 6 p.m. in 
the West Reading Room of Booth Li-
brary. 
According to a press release,teams of 
between two and six players can regis-
ter online at http://booth.eiu.edu/trivia.
All proceeds from the trivia contest 
will go to HOPE, which serves seven 
area counties.
Trivia participants can dress up in 
Harry-Potter inspried costume for priz-
es.
The top three winning trivia teams 
will also win prize.
Campus and community members 
are able to form teams for the contest. 
Free parking will be available in the 
parking lot southwest of the library off 
of Fourth Street, according to the press 
release.
The trivia contest is co-sponsored by 
the Harry Potter Alliance at the Univer-
sity of Illinois Urbana-Champaign.
Activities during Harry Potter Night 
are also scheduled from 7 p.m. to 10 
p.m. at the Tarble Arts Center, with 
food, music games and other activities. 
Eastern’s Harry Potter Club and the 
Gamers Guild are co-sponsoring the 
Harry Potter Night.
These activities coincide with Booth 
Library’s “ “Twenty Years of Harry Pot-
ter: Celebrating a Phenomenon” exhib-
it, on display until Dec. 31.
Harry Potter Night is one of sever-
al programs being held in conjunction 
with Booth Library’s fall exhibit, which 
will be on display through Dec. 31. The 
exhibit is free and open to the public.
The News can be reached at
581-2812 or dennewsdesk@gmail.com.
Student work to be displayed in art show
  
  
  
  
  
  
Bingo bash
MARY ELLEN GREENBURG | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Brooke McWherter (left), a sophomore theatre major, Holly Miller (center), a freshman English major and Amber Bradfield (right), a freshman busi-
ness major, sit on the floor and decorate masks Tuesday night in the Grand Ballroom of the Martin Luther King Jr. University Union during the “Wel-
come to the Jungle” Family Fun Night. “No tables were free, and we wanted to play bingo, so we sat on the floor,” McWherter said.
Trivia 
contest 
to help 
HOPE
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Learning the language
QIAN CHENG | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS 
Students laugh at a joke told in a  Chinese class at Coleman Hall Tuesday afternoon. The students were learning how to introduce their family members in Chinese.
For rent
ADULT COSTUMES FOR RENT! 
Plus hats, wigs, makeup, masks 
and more!  Grand Ball Costumes, 
609 Sixth Street, Charleston. 
Open Monday - Friday, Noon - 
6:00,  Saturday Noon-3:00 
through Halloween.
_______________________ 10/31
3,4 and 6 bedroom houses avail-
able August 2018 located 1 and 1/2 
blocks from campus. Please contact 
us for more information. (217) 348-
8249 ppwrentals.com
_______________________ 10/19
Beautiful 2 STORY HOUSE - fur-
nished for 5-6 girls at $310.00 each 
for 10 Months.  2 1/2 baths, full 
basement, HGTV kitchen remodel, 
Washer/Dryer, central air.  School 
year 2018/19.  1508 1st Street.  Call 
or Text  Jan 232-7653.
_______________________ 10/23
Announcements
Political Science & American Gov-
ernment tutor.  $10 per hour. 
Scholarships available.  Local attor-
ney.  mattedwards1969@gmail.
com or 217-273-0424.
_______________________ 12/12
AnnouncementsServices Offered
ACROSS
 1 Hairdressers’ 
challenges
 5 On-screen word 
in a “Batman” 
episode
 8 Brilliance
13 Cynical rejoinder
14 Shades
16 Figurine on many 
a wedding cake
17 *Breakfast, in 
Burgundy
20 Davis of “Jungle 
Fever”
21 Fed
22 One throwing 
shade?
23 *With 52-Across, 
1787 Mozart 
composition
26 ___ Plaines, Ill.
27 Title for Gandhi
28 Book after 
II Chronicles
30 Vivacity
34 Corrida cheers
37 Start of a 
selecting rhyme
40 *Repeated lyric 
in “La Bamba”
43 Less feral
44 Like cat videos, 
typically
45 Golda of Israel
46 Side dish at a 
barbecue
48 Dada pioneer
50 Affordable Care 
Act option, briefly
52 See 23-Across
58 21,728-pg. work 
that is constantly 
updated
59 Sticker 
component
60 Boating hazard
62 They’re what 
really count, 
so it’s said … 
or a hint to the 
multilingual 
answers to the 
starred clues
66 Wine may leave 
one
67 Blackthorn fruit
68 Org. certifying 
albums as gold or 
platinum
69 When said three 
times, blah blah 
blah
70 Massachusetts’ 
Cape ___
71 Philosopher 
Immanuel
DOWN
 1 Otis’s feline pal
 2 Portly plus
 3 Drink with a Wild 
Cherry variety
 4 “The 
Autobiography of 
Alice B. Toklas” 
author
 5 Golden ratio 
symbol
 6 Unconscious
 7 It provides 
more loft than a 
9-iron
 8 Name in “A 
Christmas Carol”
 9 French vineyard
10 The Cha Cha 
Slide, for one
11 “Skyfall” singer, 
2012
12 Robert Byrd 
served nearly 
nine of these in 
the Senate
15 Prefix with final 
or formal
18 Pro shop 
purchases
19 TV’s “___ the 
Virgin”
24 McDonald’s 
founder Ray
25 State flower of 
New Hampshire
29 Paper purchase
30 Good-news-
to-bad-news 
transition
31 Genetic stuff
32 “OMG, my 
parents are 
gonna ground me 
forever!”
33 Volkswagen 
competitor
35 End of a 
freshman’s new 
email address
36 Assail
38 XXX divided by X
39 Listen here!
41 Fizzy citrus 
beverage
42 ___ warfare
47 Poet Whitman
49 Encourage
50 ___-totsy
51 Zubin formerly 
of the New York 
Philharmonic
53 Shares of profits
54 Very, in slang
55 Avoid, as work
56 Ancient region 
where the style of 
an architectural 
column originated
57 Justice who 
joined the bench 
in 2010
61 Aspiring D.A.’s 
exam
63 Hat, informally
64 Time it takes 
for paint to dry, 
seemingly
65 X
PUZZLE BY DANIEL MAUER
Online subscriptions: Today’s puzzle and more than 7,000 past 
puzzles, nytimes.com/crosswords ($39.95 a year).
Read about and comment on each puzzle: nytimes.com/wordplay. 
ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12
13 14 15 16
17 18 19
20 21 22
23 24 25 26
27 28 29
30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39
40 41 42
43 44 45
46 47 48 49
50 51 52 53 54 55 56 57
58 59 60 61
62 63 64 65
66 67 68
69 70 71
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620 Eighth Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10018
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By Parker Valentine
Tennis Reporter | @DEN_Sports
With the Midwestern ITA regionals at the 
University of Michigan wrapping up, Eastern’s 
women’s tennis team is back in Charleston, but not 
without leaving their mark in Michigan.
The Panthers combined for six wins in qualifying 
action. Sophomores Stella Cliffe and Emily 
Pugachevsky and freshman Rachel Papavasilopoulos 
all earned victories in singles play.
The Panthers defeated athletes from Bowling 
Green, Akron, Youngstown State, Detroit, and Ohio 
State.
Papavasilopoulos won three straight matches in 
qualifying action to earn a bid in the main singles 
bracket for the tournament.
She defeated Bowling Green freshman Vanesa 
Pardo to open qualifying play, dropping only three 
points in the match, winning (6-1, 6-2). In the 
second round, the freshman defeated sophomore Rita 
Pedroso without much more difficulty, winning (6-
2, 6-2).
In Papavasilopoulos’ third and final match in 
qualifying play, the freshman defeated junior Sofia 
Macias in her most competitive match of the day. She 
defeated Macias in a second round tie breaker (6-4, 
7-6 [6]).
After earning a bid in the main singles draw 
through qualifiers, Papavasilopoulos was defeated by 
Notre Dame junior Rachel Chong (6-1, 6-4).
Pugachevsky almost made the main singles bracket 
as well, the sophomore was one win shy of qualifying.
Pugachevsky defeated Bowling Green freshman 
Sidney Reineke to open qualifying play, winning 
matching sets (6-3, 6-3). She then defeated junior 
Andrea Ballinger of Ohio State by the same score (6-
3, 6-3).
By round three, Pugachevsky met her match, 
she was defeated by Marquette senior Paula Tormos 
Sanchez (6-1, 7-5).
Cliffe finished 1 and 1 on the day, playing with 
a lower arm injury. She defeated fellow sophomore 
Ksenia Providokhina in qualifying action before being 
defeated by University of Chicago junior Rachel Le 
Comber.
The Panthers did not find the same success in 
doubles qualifiers that they had in singles play. Both 
Panther duos were defeated in the first round of 
competition.
The final four of singles action consisted of four 
Big Ten schools.
To advance to the singles championship, Michigan 
sophomore Chiara Lommer defeated Illini freshman 
Emilee Duong in matching sets (6-2, 6-2). 
In the battle of redshirts, Ohio State redshirt 
freshman Shiori Fukuda defeated Northwestern 
redshirt junior Rheeya Doshi (6-2, 6-1)
Championship action in Michigan saw the 
reemergence of one of the classic rivalries in college 
sports.
Lommer of the Wolverines defeated Fukuda of the 
Buckeyes, sweeping one set, winning (6-0, 6-4).
The Big Ten claimed the doubles title as well, with 
Northwestern dominating. Wildcat seniors Erin 
Larner and Maddie Lip defeated fellow teammates 
Or and senior Alex Chatt 8-4 to win the doubles 
championship.
Parker Valentine can be reached at 581-2812 or 
pivalentine@eiu.edu.
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CHECK OUT 
GRAND BALL COSTUMES 
Looking For Professional Halloween Costumes? 
Monday - Friday  |   Noon - 6:00 PM 
 
609 6th Street ,  Charleston 
 
CONTACT US AT: 
(217) 345-2617 
www.grandballcostumes.net
 
           Saturday  |   Noon - 3:00 PM US ON 
 By JJ Bullock and Vince Lovergine
Golf Reporters |@DEN_Sports
Both the men and women’s Eastern golf teams 
were in action Monday and Tuesday ,playing in their 
third meets of the season.
The men’s golf team wrapped up tournament play 
at the F&M Bank APSU intercollegiate, finishing in 
11th.
The women finished in 10th place of 15 teams at 
the Dayton Invitational.
Coming into Tuesday, the men had no change in 
their standings after Monday, after placing 11th on 
their first day. 
Junior Charlie Adare led Eastern through three 
rounds tying for 62nd place in the tournament. 
Adare finished with a 76 in round three, giving him a 
total of 233 in three rounds.
In round three, Adare had six holes either go one, 
or two over par, but managed on four holes to go one 
under par. 
In the front nine holes, Adare went four over par, 
but in the back nine holes, he shot right at par with 
36.Sophomore Romeo Perez took a dip in the stand-
ings, finishing alone in 68th place, after posting a 79 
round three score, giving him a total of 238.
Perez shot 22 over par over the course of two days, 
but on two holes in round three, he went three over 
par. 
As a team, the Panthers shot 83 over par, and had a 
311-total score after round three, finishing the F&M 
intercollegiate with a 947-total score.
Eastern senior Alex Gowin was the next to fol-
low in the standings, finishing 69th and tallying a 77 
round three score, giving him a 239- total score over-
all. 
The other golfers for the Panthers were Marcel-
lo Verdolin and Sebastian Olrog. Verdolin placed in 
72nd while Olrog tied for the last spot in the stand-
ings at 73 to wrap up the tournament.
Eastern’s best round of the tournament came on 
Monday afternoon by newcomer Marcello Verdo-
lin.  He carded a round of 73.  Verdolin would fin-
ish Tuesday with a round of 79 as he was 72nd with a 
54-hole score of 243.
Sophomore Romeo Perez knows he had to play 
better, because some holes can cost him
“I played good today, buy my misses cost me way 
to many shots (8 over on 3 holes), he said, “I need to 
minimize my mistakes to only bogey and I’ll be able 
to play lower than this tournament,” he said.
Tenesee-Martin and Missouri State were tied for 
the top spot in the F&M Bank APSU intercollegiate. 
Murray State finished in 3rd, Mercer placed in 
4th, host team Austin Peay took 5th place, Samford 
finished in 6th place, Tennessee State took 7th place, 
Belmont University placed in 8th place, Binghamton 
finished in 9th Tennessee Tech slotted in 10th place, 
and Eastern finished in 11th.
The women did not fare much better than the 
men at their tournament, finishing in 10th place 
of 15 teams at the Dayton invitational at the NCR 
Country Club in Kettering, Ohio.  
Eastern shot 77 over par in the tournament with 
a cumulative score of 637, shooting a 315 on Mon-
day and a 322 Tuesday. 
Senior Anne Bahr led the Panthers with tourna-
ment score of 150. Bahr shot a 72 in her first round 
and a 78 on Tuesday. 
“Im pretty disappointed in today’s round honest-
ly. I was hoping for more, especially after such a great 
first round,” Bahr said. “I played better than the score 
showed, it really should have been a 75 or 76, but 
that’s how golf goes.”
The teams number one golfer Daphne Chang fin-
ished six strokes behind her teammate with a 156. 
She shot an 80 on her first day and shaved four 
strokes off her total on her second day shooting a 76. 
Senior Hannah Magda turned in an overall score 
of 162 for Eastern. She shot 81 in both of her rounds. 
Katlyn Hasprey and McKenzie O’Brien round-
ed out the scoring for Eastern, shooting scores of 169 
and 179 respectively. Hasprey shot an 82 and 87 in 
her rounds. O’Brien struggled shooting an 88 and 
91. 
Findlay leads the tournament with a team score 
of 595. Western Illinois finished one stroke behind 
them with a 596 total score. Bowling Green round 
out the top three with a score of 604. 
IUPUI and Butler finished in a tie for 4th with 
scores of 606. Oakland and Dayton followed them 
with scores of 610 and 612 respectively. 
Northern Kentucky finished in 6th with a score of 
620. Central Michigan followed them with a score of 
628. Eastern followed them in 10th place. 
Dayton’s B-team finished 11th with a score of 647. 
The bottom four teams were Fort Wayne, Bowling 
Green (A), Detroit Mercy and Western Illinois (B). 
JJ Bullock and Vince Lovergine can be reached 
at 581-2812 or densportsdesk@gmail.com. 
Men and women’s golf teams in action
Eastern succeeds at ITA regionals
SEAN HASTINGS | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Freshman Karla Contreras returns the ball to Abby Carpenter in practice Sept. 21 at the Darling 
Courts. Eastern players competed in the regional over the weekend.
By JJ Bullock
Assistant Sports Editor | @DEN_Sports
In a span of just two minutes, the 
Eastern men’s soccer team lost both 
its starting goalkeeper and one of its 
starting defenders to unrelated ejec-
tion incidents and suddenly, the 
team was forced to play with just 
nine players on the field. 
Goalkeeper Mike Novotny was 
ejected in the 51st minute of the 
game for getting a penalty in the 
box. Defender Erik Isaksson was 
ejected after a scuffle broke out be-
tween Belmont and Eastern and the 
referee witnessed Isaksson allegedly 
throw a punch.
Belmont scored its first goal of 
the game on the penalty kick that 
came as a result of the Novotny 
ejection. Itzik Bel Efraim scored the 
goal for Belmont.
With Novotny ejected and back-
up goalkeeper Jonathan Burke out 
with a broken arm, senior defend-
er Ben Stone had to step in at goal 
and it was up to him and a short-
staffed Eastern team to hold their 
own against Belmont down 1-0 in 
the second half.
Eastern head coach Kiki Lara 
looked to the leaders on the team to 
get the team through the commo-
tion.
“Leadership has been there be-
fore, they know how to handle 
themselves and they did a real-
ly good job of keeping themselves 
composed in what we feel is a dif-
ficult situation and a tough situa-
tion,” Lara said.
Being outmatched 11 players to 
nine did not hamper the Panthers 
as much as their opponent proba-
bly hoped it would has the Panthers 
tied the game in the minute 61 
thanks to a goal by Federico Verlic-
chi, assisted by Kris Luke. 
Despite being outnumbered, the 
Eastern defense held Belmont to 
less shots in the second half (three) 
than they did in the first half (five). 
Overall in the game Belmont out-
shot Eastern 10 to six as the Pan-
thers were able to get off just one 
shot while playing with nine play-
ers. 
“The coaching approach (with 
nine players) is  the same. Stay 
steady, stay calm and keep rotating 
the ball,” Lara said. “The last three 
games we have played super well 
and we have gotten one great result 
out of it in conference and two loss-
es, we played excellent against Brad-
ley and we played excellent today 
and we were put in a difficult situ-
ation.”
Lara took notice of the effort his 
players out in while outnumbered, 
leaving a sour taste in his mouth 
when his team fell just short in 
overtime. 
“Yeah, I am very pissed for them,” 
Lara said. “They played very hard 
and they deserved more than a loss.”
Belmont ended the game in over-
time when Nick Kramer scored as-
sisted by Matt Vuylsteke five min-
utes into the extra period. 
Lara credited Belmont’s win-
ning goal to a mix of execution by 
Belmont and fatigue from his own 
players.
“Just tired legs and not doing 
a good job of getting it wide and 
coming underneath it,” Lara said. 
“Just some missed marks in the box 
and some tired legs and some guys 
that put in a very good shift and ul-
timately they were good too.”
JJ Bullock can be reached at 
581-2821 or jpbullock@eiu.edu.
Sports Editor
Sean Hastings
217 • 581 • 2812
DENSportsdesk@gmail.com
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Smith leads nation in triple doubles
BRYAN BUND | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Junior Taylor Smith tips the ball over the net in the Panthers’ 3-0 win over Alabama A&M Sept. 7 in Lantz Arena. Smith leads the NCAA in triple doubles.
By Sean Hastings
Sports Editor| @DEN_Sports
Junior Taylor Smith can do it all 
and has done it all for the Eastern 
volleyball team, not only this year, 
but in her entire career. 
This year, however, has her lead-
ing the NCAA in triple doubles 
through eight weeks of the season. 
She is among 25 players in the 
NCAA that have recorded a tri-
ple double, but she leads every-
one with five. Mason Rooney of 
Davidson is the closest with four. 
Seventeen of the 25 have only one 
triple double this season.
She said the recognition is nice 
to have and makes her want to 
keep working hard to get the OVC 
title for her and the team. 
“If I’m doing my job as best as I 
can, I just hope it rubs off and be-
comes contagious for everyone to 
want to make hustle plays and go 
above and beyond for one anoth-
er,” Smith said.
Smith earns her triple doubles 
by recording at least 10 assists, 
10 digs and 10 kills. She had one 
in back-to-back weekends with 
her most recent coming Saturday 
against Eastern Kentucky. 
She opened the season with a 
triple double in each of the first 
three tournaments as well. 
Smith is currently third on the 
team in kills, first it assists and 
second in digs. 
Her top match for assists this 
s e a son  wh i l e  r e co rd ing  a  t r i -
ple double was 31 against East-
ern Kentucky Saturday. Her sea-
son-high for digs in a triple dou-
ble was against Tennessee-Martin 
Oct. 7. She recorded 13 kills twice 
en route to a triple double against 
Bradley Aug. 26 and Tennessee-
Martin Oct. 7. 
“It all depends on the game,” 
Smith said. “Some of the contrib-
utors to a triple double is my shot 
selection, how many sets we play, 
how often I get set and how well 
the other team is playing defense. 
It’s also nice when I can get a cou-
ple kills from a set dump through-
out the match.”
Since she was a freshman, Smith 
has had an impact al l  over the 
court. 
Sh e  f i n i s h e d  h e r  f r e s h m a n 
season f i f th in ki l l s ,  second in 
assists  and second in digs.  She 
spent her freshman season playing 
alongside five strong seniors at 
each spot. 
In 2016, her sophomore season, 
Smith was third in kills, second in 
assists and third in digs. While she 
has not always been a statistical 
leader for Eastern in one particular 
category, she has to focus on three 
different jobs every time the ball 
comes over the net to the Panthers, 
then to get the ball back over the 
net.
Eastern and Smith do not match 
up to some of the other statistical 
leaders in the NCAA, with some 
schools  and individual  leaders 
having near three times the per set 
averages. 
The NCAA leader for assists is 
Ivone Martinez of Florida Atlantic, 
who averages 13 assists per set. 
Smith averages five. But Smith’s 
versati l ity on the court is what 
helps them win and makes her a 
vital asset to the team. 
The Panthers are 10-10 overall 
and 4-4 in the conference, putting 
them in seventh place in the OVC. 
Jacksonville State is 4-4 and play 
at Eastern Saturday. 
A u s t i n  P e a y  i s  a t o p  t h e 
conference with a 7-1 record and 
Tennessee Tech is in last with a 
flipped 1-7 record. The Golden 
Eagles play Eastern Friday night in 
Lantz Arena.
Sean Hastings can be reached at 
581-2812 or smhastings@eiu.edu.
Eastern falls in overtime 2-1 to Belmont
JJ BULLOCK | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Eastern’s Federico Verlicchi celebrates after scoring a goal for the Panthers 
in the teams game against Belmont at Lakeside Field. Eastern lost the 
match 2-1 in overtime.
